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received at the same time (¥ =2 7 )V Table 3.3.1-2)

Order Common tests or specimens Maximum time to processing
STATS : specimens from surgery and normally sterile sites are . .
1 processed before STATS from nonsterile body sites 20min after receipt
2 N. gonorrhoeae cultures submitted on plates or unpreserved swabs  20min after receipt
3 CSF (treat all as STAT) 20 min after receipt
4 BAL (Bronchoalveolar lavage samples) 20 min after receipt
5 Tissues 1h
6 Body fluids 1h
7 Abscesses 1h
8 Unpreserved stools for culture 30 min after collection, or place

in transport medium immediately 2

9 Sputum and other lower respiratory cultures 1h at room temp, 2h at 4C

10 Blood 4h at room temp after collection
11 Swabs in transport tubes 8hat4C

12 Urine Upto 24h at 4C

13 Group A and B streptococcal cultures 8hat4C

a Shigella sp. Viability is compromised unless the specimen is placed in transport medium
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